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Background: Emilee Carpenter is a New York-based photographer, 
blogger, and owner of Emilee Carpenter Photography. Emilee creates 
unique photography to promote messages consistent with her Christian 
convictions, including through wedding photography. As a Christian, Emilee does not create photographs, 
write blogs, or participate in events that contradict her beliefs, such as content promoting events with 
irreverent themes, supporting racism, or celebrating marriages between anyone other than one man and one 
woman. But New York state’s laws force Emilee to choose between creating photographs and website 
content celebrating same-sex weddings and closing her wedding business altogether. The law also forbids 
Emilee from publicly explaining on her business’ own website the religious reasons for only creating artwork 
consistent with her beliefs about marriage. Penalties for violating the laws include fines of up to $100,000, a 
revoked business license, and up to a year in jail. Emilee chose to challenge the laws to protect the rights of all 
artists—whether they agree with her beliefs or not—to operate their businesses consistent with their faith and 
values.  
 
Key Points 

▪ Emilee serves all people; she just doesn’t promote all messages.  

▪ Creative professionals should be free to create art consistent with their convictions without the threat 
of government punishment. 

▪ The government should not banish people from the marketplace based on their views on marriage.  
 

Key Facts 

▪ Free speech is for everyone, not just those who agree with the government.  

▪ The Supreme Court clearly stated in Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission that the 
government cannot treat some people worse than others based on their religious beliefs. It’s clear 
that’s what is happening here. 

▪ Americans have the right to challenge unjust laws.  
 

This is like forcing... 

▪ …a Democratic speech writer to create campaign speeches for Republican politicians. 

▪ …a Muslim print shop owner to design a synagogue’s flyer criticizing Islam. 

▪ …a pro-choice graphic designer to create art for a pro-life organization. 

▪ …a lesbian cake artist to create a custom cake condemning same-sex marriage. 
 

The Bottom Line: Artists should be free to choose the messages they promote.  

Case Name: Emilee Carpenter Photography v. James 
 
Case Action: Filed in federal court on April 6, 2021. 
  
Significance: Whether artists are free to choose the 

messages they promote. 

 


